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advisability of intervening to insist on a more conservative
policy, when a tragic event made this course unnecessary, The
Due de Berri, the son of d'Artois and heir-presumptive to the
throne, was murdered in the Paris Opera House. Louis XVIII
had no children, and in Berri (who had recently married) lay
the Ultras' only hope of excluding from the throne the Orleans
branch of the royal family, which they detested for its " liberal "
sympathies. They unjustly assumed that the crime was the
outcome of a widespread conspiracy, and worked up a frenzied
agitation against Decazes, on the grounds that it was his liberal
regime that had made the crime possible. D'Artois insisted
upon his dismissal as the only consolation the King could give
him for his son's death. Louis was now far gone in senile
decay ; he no longer had the power of will to resist his brother's
importunity. For a time Richelieu returned to office, but in
1822 d'Artois contrived to replace him by a personal supporter
of his own, named Villele. For the next eight years France was
dominated by the principles of the Old Regime and the Catholic
Church.
§ 90. reaction in germany.—At about the same time a
similar crime produced a similar result in Germany. There, as
elsewhere, it was the educated classes, especially professors and
students at the universities, who cherished " liberal " ideals.
Metternich was determined that the rising generation should
not be inoculated with the disturbing doctrines ; and his task
was lightened by the follies of the liberals themselves. The
rulers of the south German states soon repented of their
precipitancy in granting constitutions, for the parliaments went
to democratic extremes in abolishing titles and cutting down
royal incomes. As for Frederick William of Prussia, he never
recovered from the shock of the Wartburg bonfire (§ 87), and
he continued to postpone the constitutional reforms he had
promised in 1815. Then in March 1819 came the assassination
of Kotzebue, a German writer who was regarded as the author
of the Czar's defection from " liberalism." The assassin was

